
FUELS SAFETY PROGRAM

If You Own an Underground Oil Tank

� New regulations require all underground tanks to be registered with the Technical
Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA) by May 1, 2002 or fuel oil will not be
delivered to the tank (see attached registration application form)

� Old, underground tanks are very likely to leak.

� Oil leaking from underground tanks will contaminate soil and groundwater and
result in expensive environmental clean-up costs!

� Underground tanks are required to be upgraded with specific leak and spill prevention
equipment or removed.

� Upgrading requirements for underground tanks depend on the age of the tank (see
table below).

� Underground tanks that are 25 years and older, or of an unknown age, and not
specially protected from corrosion are required to be removed by October 1, 2006.

� Underground tanks with a storage capacity greater than 5 000 litres will need to be
leak tested annually.

� Unused underground tanks are required to be removed and any contamination
cleaned.

Age of Underground Tank System in Years
from Date of Installation

Date to Remove or Upgrade Underground
Tanks

25 and more, or unknown October 1, 2006
20-24 October 1, 2007
10-19 October 1, 2008
0-9 October 1, 2009

The Technical Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA) is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible
for the delivery of a range of safety services. This includes the administration of Ontario’s Technical Standards &
Safety Act, 2000 within various industry sectors and the delivery of safety programs to the public.

For inquiries, please visit our website at www.tssa.org or contact Richard Lebel 416-325-2081,
Theressa Coombes 416-325-1615 or our toll-free line 1-877-682-TSSA (8772).



YOU ASKED ..

Q. What is an underground oil tank?
A. An underground oil tank is a container that is buried and contains fuel oil to be used in appliances, such as

furnaces and boilers.  Tanks that are in basements are not considered underground tanks.

Q. How can I tell if my underground tank is leaking?
A. Because they are buried, it is difficult to tell if the tank is leaking.  Some underground tanks may leak for

years with very without owners realizing it.  If your oil consumption suddenly goes up your tank may have
sprung a large leak!

There are companies that test underground tanks for leaks.  Call your fuel supplier to help you find
underground tank testing companies.

Q. What do I do if my underground tank is leaking?
A. Call a TSSA registered fuel oil contractor to help you find and stop the leak and clean up any leaked fuel

oil.  You are also required to call the Spills Action Centre of the Ministry of Environment at 1-800 —268-
6060.  Your insurance company may also be able to assist you.

Q. Who are TSSA Registered Contractors?
A. By law, all contractors working on fuel oil equipment such as underground tanks are required to be

registered with TSSA.  Persons repairing, installing, removing and servicing fuel oil underground tanks are
also required to be trained and certified as a Petroleum Equipment Mechanic 2.   Your fuel supplier may
be able to refer you to some good TSSA registered fuel oil contractors.

Q. How do I register my underground tank?
A. By completing the Underground Fuel Oil Application Form and returning it to TSSA, your tank will

become registered.  A registration number will be assigned to your tank that you can give to your fuel
distributor to ensure uninterrupted fuel supply.

Q. How do I remove my underground tank?
A. Underground tanks are required to be removed by TSSA registered fuel oil contractors.  When you call a

contractor, ask for the TSSA registration number.

When an underground tank is removed, the soil around the tank must be assessed for contamination and all
contamination cleaned.

Q. I have an underground tank that I am no longer using, what should I do?
A. Once an underground tank stops being used, or where it hasn t been used in two years the underground

tank is required to be removed and all contaminated soil cleaned.

Q. Is there any government funds for homeowners upgrading or removing their underground tanks?
A. Currently, owners of underground tanks are responsible for the costs of maintaining, upgrading, and removing

their underground tank and for cleaning up contamination.  Some fuel suppliers may have special financing
programs to help you in replacing the underground tank with an aboveground tank.


